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Dear Hr. F .’ 

Z 

: 

Rm ;alr discussion with I%. E of your _.. 
office’and from readizq yw letter of *. 
we umlorstaad tie basii3 question you have is trhctkr sckticrr 
23154 of t?m Rewxme amZ Takatioa C&e rem&es th State 

. . 

E0ard to assess q.xciril Erxx.hi30s of 311 't&ayars'a_z-i not 
f*zst thO3c of public utilities and precludes tzo local wsessor ".' 
frcm w%?ss~1g t&3. f 
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of Articls XIiI of the Cal?!titution 'of 
this State, it?d shall be subject to tg<- 
.ation to the same exter,t and in the saze 
wnmr as other proporty.so assess& by 
sdidboard. 

Obviously, the~lanqua~e of the. sectib,? wha read by it3elf 
caa be interpreted to sq3port 33. E vfe~:'~YsverticLess, 
the staff is of tie oqinfon tint t?x historI of the pm&t;r 
tax,.public utility gross recei?ts.tax, and tlm franchise tax 
indicates the proner intzrprctation to be that the Board 
asse3s only qecial fran&ises held by state assessees. Arsy ; 

attc-t by t?z Eosrd to a~?zaisc s>c.zinl fr~~~is~s held by 
local nsst?3s~es wuld present a problen not only as to its 
legal aut>crity but also angraisal problem since it would 
be most difficult to a-raise a fraxhise other t&m a3 prt .,’ 

(, 

of the a~raisal of the prqp^-rty'u3ed in me eajopent 0E the _ :..’ 
frakI&e. _-.. 
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wTSe'pn51cms assxiated with t!! appraisal 0-C fret- _...-, 
chises held by cz.%e television ccqmnics hu 5x=1 prcvioasl~ ,' =. 

studies and is covered in Pssessors 3andLook 568, adopted in “: 

197?. _%x you would c-et, tlrz Iianc?.boo?c ~rovi&23 fee 10~~1 
assezment of franchises, along witi tie assessment 21 23 
coucty assfxwor of the caXe 3y3tezb tangible prqerty. . . . 

.Xn view of Yr, R - latter, the staff rqcn_,rta . _ 

t?z Board tg Jirwt the Executive Secretaq to.info~~ Y;r. il 
that consistezt'itith Eore than 40 year3 of practice kzed on 
au* uaderstanili;lrJ of-the law, the aard declines to as.wss 
property owned by non-public utility corpan.ies.m 
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CIJ?:jlh _ . 

Glean L. Ri$ay 
. Assistant Chief Counsel . .._ 
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